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The Landscape Master Plan creates an overall landscape concept and establishes principles to guide 

landscape throughout the community.  Consistent with the Maui County Planting Plan, the Honua‘ula 
Landscape Master Plan is responsive to the botanical resources of the area and the need to limit the 
use of water for irrigation.

Vision
Perched above the Wailea Resort on the slopes of Haleakalä just makai of ‘Ulupalakua Ranch, the 
lands of Honua‘ula are blessed with a multitude of unique physical and visual resources—rocky gulches 
that provide shelter for wildlife; spectacular mauka views of Haleakalä and panoramic makai views of  

 
remnants of pre-contact archaeological sites and paniolo-era stone walls that tell stories of those who 
came before us.  These resources create the spirit of Honua‘ula, and it is this spirit that the Honua‘ula 
Landscape Master Plan seeks to embrace through a combination of preservation and respectful develop-
ment.

Understanding the land and its resources has led to a plan crafted to achieve the following goals:

-
ings and other improvements to rest graciously upon the land.  In this sense, the  
landscape will dominate the scene.

site’s natural and cultural resources, and embrace this unique Hawaiian landscape.
 

native plants, whenever possible, to make seamless transitions between the natural  
landscape and introduced landscapes.

grading and construction for infrastructure and community development.
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1.1 SITE CHARACTERISTICS

have led to the creation of the Landscape Master Plan.

Southern Shrubland
kiawe-wiliwili 

of this area will be set-aside as a Native Plant Preservation Area, to protect and conserve an area that 
contains the highest density of representative native plant species within Honua‘ula. The areas around 
and nearby the Native Plant Preservation Area will be augmented with native species to create a  
transition between it and the more native or ornamental landscapes of the community. 

Northern Grasslands
The northern three-quarters of the Property can be described as kiawe-buffelgrass grasslands. In  
addition to ‘a‘ä lava, trees, buffelgrass, guinea grass, natal redtop, and sour grass are scattered through-
out this portion of the Property.  Other plants found in this area include the invasive koa haole, lantana, 
partridge pea, and cow pea.

Gulches

east to west by several gulches.  These gulches vary in depth and size, and are characterized by their 

(such as ‘iwa‘iwa fern) can be found in the gulches of the Property. 

Rock Walls
Ancient Hawaiian occupancy is evidenced by the remnants of dry stack walls which were used in  
building temporary shelters.  In addition, a larger dry stack rock wall runs in a mauka-makai direction and 
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1.2 KEY ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

are home to the majority of the native plant species on-site mostly due to the fact the lava has  

The gulches provide shade, are a little cooler, and have moisture to help sustain native species that 
require moisture and protection from the sun.  The gulches also provide a natural drainage way for 
Honua‘ula and adjacent properties.  The grass land comprises the majority of the site and has been 

As a means of protecting and re-populating the native dryland vegetation, a Native Plant Preservation 

and will encompass an area that contains the highest density of representative native plant species 
within Honua‘ula.  No development other than walls/fences, trails, and structures for maintenance will 
be allowed within the Preservation Area. In addition to the Native Plant Preservation Area, Native 
Plant Conservation Areas will be located adjacent to both the Native Plant Preservation Area and 
golf course holes in the southern portion of the Property.  These areas will not be graded so that 

landscaping. 

1.3 KEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL FACTORS

-
al and inland areas. Inhabitants of the upland agricultural region may have utilized coastal areas as  

along trails linking upland and coastal settlements were used by travelers from upland residences to the 

with the coastal populations for ocean resources.

Several archaeological sites within Honua‘ula support the theory that Honua‘ula, which is located in the 
mid-elevation zone, was used for temporary transit stops during travel between the coast and inland 

mountain to the sea.  Remains of small dry stack walls suggest that Hawaiians built temporary shelters 
to rest or camp in the area as they travelled from the mountain region to the coastal region of the 
ahupua’a.  There is also evidence of Hawaiians using the site to grow sweet potato, as there are few 
other agricultural plants that would be able to survive in this dryland area. 

As cattle were brought to the islands, ranchers used the land for grazing pasture.  Large dry stack walls 
running in an east-west direction were built to contain livestock and to prevent them from going onto 

The intent of the Honua‘ula Landscape Master Plan is to weave the archaeological sites, walls, Native 
Plant Preservation Area, and Native Plant Conservation Areas into the fabric of the community,  
enabling residents and visitors alike to gain a better understanding of these valuable resources through 
everyday interaction with them. 
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The following sections outline Honua‘ula’s Key Landscape Design Elements and Landscape Areas and 
-

scape throughout the community.

2.1 KEY DESIGN ELEMENTS

The landscape design—from roadway layout, grading, siting of home building pads to landscape  
planting—seeks to tie in built features with a restored natural setting.  Roadways and homes will be 
integrated into the site through sensitive grading and careful plant selection.  Views and privacy will 
be maintained and enhanced through judicious planting controlled by design guidelines and codes, 
covenants, and restrictions (CC&Rs).

The Honua‘ula Landscape Master Plan draws inspiration from the geographical characteristics and 
native vegetation found on-site and in the area.  
  

The Lava Flows
Lava stone found on-site will be incorporated into the landscape as a thematic element.  On-site 
rocks and boulders will be used in the landscape to make grade transitions from built to natural and 
will also be incorporated into the landscape as a landscape feature.  Lava will be used as an alternative 
to grass or groundcover plantings to minimize irrigation usage and as a design feature to retell the 

Native Plant Palette

species would include koai‘a (Acacia koaia), native wiliwili (Erythrina sandwicensis), kolomana (Senna 
gaudichaudii), and kou (Cordia subcordata), and would be designed to mimic a natural landscape 
with informally-spaced plantings.  Other native plants such as ehe, pili, naio, maiapilo, and ‘äwikiwiki 
will be used throughout the site and incorporated into common areas, the golf course, open space, 
streetscape, parks, and buffer zones as much as possible.

Lava Rock Walls
-

porated into the landscape as both a functional and aesthetic design element.  In built areas such as 
residential or commercial zones, stone walls utilizing locally harvested rocks will be used.  These walls 
will be incorporated throughout the site, becoming an important identity element of the Honua‘ula 
landscape.

Gulches
Gulches will remain natural.  Transition areas between gulches and built zones will incorporate 
boulders found on-site with native plantings.
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Community Landscaping
Plantings within individual lots will include a combination of native, Polynesian heritage, and select 
ornamental plants.  This landscape zone will be designed and installed by each homeowner under 
the guidance of the CC&Rs.  Ornamental non-native plants may be used selectively near homes 

 
massing of native and/or heritage trees, shrubs, and groundcover will anchor the home into the restored  
landscape.  Clusters of native trees will help to screen adjacent homes from each other and frame 

with tree groupings.

The vegetation will consist mainly of native drought-tolerant plants, which will be planted in a manner 
that will mimic how these plants would grow in their natural state.  All planting areas will be irrigated 
using non-potable water.  Soil building and erosion control plantings of shrubs and groundcover will 
help hold the soil on steeper slopes. Tree selection and placement are critical to avoid view obstruction 
while still appearing natural.
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2.2 THE LANDSCAPE MASTER PLAN AND LANDSCAPE AREAS

The design proposals contained in the Honua‘ula Landscape Master Plan are driven by the Honua‘ula 
Conservation and Stewardship Plan. This plan recommends proactive stewardship actions to manage 
and propagate native plants within Honua‘ula with the overall goal of protecting native plants.  The 
objective is to create a naturalized native landscape palette which requires minimal irrigation and will, 
after establishment, require minimal maintenance.

to create the framework for the overall landscape concept (Figure 1).  Below is a listing of these areas 
along with the key design features of each:

trees and/or vertical palms, specimen trees, native plants and subtle lighting.
2. Roadways – The landscape treatment along roadways and trails will consist primarily of 

informal clusters of native plants.
 

informal clusters of native and or ornamental plants to create a dense buffer between 
the highway and adjacent uses.

4. Golf Course – Native vegetation will be planted in informal clusters to transition from 
golf course landscaping to open spaces.

5. Clubhouse – A combination of native plant materials, at the periphery or in low  
impact areas, and ornamental landscaping, close to the club buildings and in high  
impact areas, will create a varied yet naturalistic landscape.

6. Native Plant Preservation Area and Native Plant Conservation Areas – Protection of 

7. ‘A‘ä Lava Flows – Lava and rocks will surround native plant clusters propagated from the 
site.

8. Grass Lands – Native shrub vegetation will be used to landscape the area.

shrubs, and small trees will function as a landscape buffer.  In addition, portions of the 
buffer could be utilized for community parks and gardens.

10. Utility Buffers – Canopy trees and dense understory plantings will surround water tanks 
and utility features to create a dense visual screen.

11. Gulches – Re-established native plants will provide natural landscape treatment.
12. Parks – Landscape will include turf grass, canopy trees, and native shrubs and groundcovers.

 
slandscape is appropriate, using canopy trees and shrub massing to mitigate the visual and 
micro-climate impacts of buildings. 
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Figure 1 - Landscape M
aster Plan
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The following are more detailed landscape concepts for each area.

 Entries/Gateways

signs.  Boulders shall be locally harvested, and stone walls will be similar in character and 

 
main entrance, including medians, to give a sense of arrival and to allow views to retail 
uses.  

Honua‘ula entrance and major intersections to give a sense of identity and scale to these 
important locations within Honua‘ula.

the rock outcroppings. 
 

 Roadways

by the fact that irrigation supply is very limited. Native dryland vegetation will be primarily 
used throughout Honua‘ula along with non-native, non-invasive species.

and indigenous species planted in informal clusters as to preserve mauka-makai view  
corridors and mimic the natural landscape. In select neighborhoods or where densities 
are higher, non-native species may be used.

Collector Road Option 1 Collector Road Option 2
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incorporated into the landscape planting wher-
ever possible to make grade transitions.

-
ways, a landscape buffer of native trees and 
shrubs will be encouraged to  provide separa-
tion.  

and local streets within Honua‘ula will consist 
of native trees and shrubs planted in informal 
clusters. Locally harvested boulders and rocks 
will be incorporated into the landscape wher-
ever appropriate. 

CUL-DE-SAC

Minor Street

Parkway

Village Street 1 Village Street 2
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distinguishable through the use of native veg-
etation. The thematic tree for this corridor 
would be the kou with accent groups of wili-
wili.  In select areas, non-native species will be 
used as accents, buffers, or to frame views.

of both native and non-invasive plantings.  

noise. The landscape berms along the highway will be at different heights to create visual interest.
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  Golf Course

allow for views into the course from surrounding uses. 

planted in informal clusters while maintaining mauka-makai view corridors. 

vary.  The intent is that the new landscape blends with the surroundings and uses species from 
the adjacent undisturbed areas.

 Clubhouse

create a gracious setting in which the club will be located. In this sense, the building will recede 
into its surroundings and the landscape will dominate the scene.

amenities.

back to the historic walls found on-site.

 Native Plant Preservation Area and Native Plant Conservation Areas

 
landscape will be left natural other than the propagation of the endemic and indigenous natives 
found on-site.

the Native Plant Conservation Areas.

 
boundary of the Native Plant Preservation Area and the Native Plant Conservation Areas.

 ‘A‘ä Lava Flow (Southern area of property)

mostly due to the fact that irrigation water is very limited.

The dominant tree will be the wiliwili, though other native trees will also be used.
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creating a dramatic backdrop to showcase native vegetation.

 Grass Lands (Northern area of property)

-
vatively planted. 

native and non-native trees. 

 
aesthetic design element.

stack walls but with mortar joints, will be used in the higher density built areas.

 Maui Meadows Landscape Buffer

non-native medium canopy trees informally planted.

barrier between the two properties.

-
eowners.

 Utility Buffer

and groundcovers to ensure a visual screen.

 
utility entrances shall be selectively pruned to ensure proper vehicular clearance.
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 Gulches

-
ment of natives from the site.  Because gulches are isolated from disturbance, they provide an  

 
Informal clusters of trees and shrubs, along with locally harvested boulders and rocks will help 
soften the transition from the natural to the built environment.  Native groundcovers to help  

integrate the gulch into the plan so that portions of the building and/or bridges may span the 
gulch and lanais will have views into the gulch.

 Parks

able to withstand brackish water irrigation. 

 
canopy trees clustered at the perimeter to provide shade.

 Village

regular street tree planting and ornamental shrubs and groundcovers.

 
mitigate the heat island effect of parking lots and roof tops.
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materials that are durable and proven in similar applications.  Whenever possible, natural materials that 
weather gracefully—lichen covered stone, metals with a pleasant, subdued patina or aged, naturally 

for all hardscape materials to recede and blend into the newly established naturalized landscape.

3.1 LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

The landscape lighting for Honua‘ula will reinforce the overall rural ambience by:

Landscape or accent lighting will be used to highlight key locations, trail nodes, colorful landscape, or 
art features. All landscape lighting will be in compliance with Chapter 20.35, Maui County Code.

3.2 WALLS & FENCES

Walls used throughout public and open spaces 
around Honua‘ula will be comprised of locally 
harvested stone and will be dry stacked similar 
in style to those found on-site.  Larger walls 
or those associated with buildings will use 
the same weathered native stone as a facing 
material, ensuring a visual consistency with 
Honua‘ula’s historic walls. 

Fences used throughout Honua‘ula will be  
two-rail pasture fences constructed of either 
natural wood or split rail.  Natural wood fences 
may be used in open and public spaces, split rail 
fences are more appropriate closer to buildings 
or in denser areas.

and open spaces
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3.3 PLANT MATERIAL

Groundcover

Nehe 
(Wollastonia integriolia)
Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, Parks, 
Golf Course

Naio Papa 

Residential, VMX, Parks, Golf Course

Dwarf Naupaka 
(Scaevoia coriacea)
Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

‘Akoko 

Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Hinahina

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, Parks, 
Golf Course

Hunakai

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Black Coral ‘Ilima

Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer,  
Parks, Golf Course

‘Äkia

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

‘Ala‘alawainui

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, VMX, Parks,
Golf Course
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Pä‘ü o Hi‘iaka 

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, 
Parks, Golf Course

Pöhinahina 

Residential, Open Space/Buffer,  
Parks, Golf Course

‘Ähinahina

Residential, Opten Space/
Buffer, Parks, Golf Course

Pöhuehue 

Residential, Open Space/
Buffer, Parks, Golf Course

‘Öhai

Residential, Open Space/
Buffer, Parks, Golf Course

Ahu‘awa
(Mariscus javanicus)
Parks, Golf Course

‘Ilie‘e 

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, VMX, Parks,
Golf Course

‘Ihi 

Residential, VMX, Parks, Golf Course

Groundcover (cont.)
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Shrubs

Maiapilo
(Caparis sandwichiana)
Residential, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Nä‘ü 

Residential, VMXt

Pïkake

Residential, VMX

‘Äweoweo

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Tiare
(Gardenia taitensis)
Residential, VMX, Golf Course, Parks

Kulu‘i

Residential, VMX, Open Space /Buffer, 
Parks, Golf Course

Croton

Residential, VMX, 

Ma‘o

Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, 
Golf Course, Parks

Alahe‘e

Residential, Open Space /Buffer, Parks
Golf Course
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Shrubs (cont.)

Hau 

Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, 
Golf Course, Parks

‘A‘ali‘i
(Dodonaea viscosa)
Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Ha‘o
(Rauvolfia sandwicensis)
Residential, Open Space /Buffer, Parks
Golf Course

Emerald Green Ti

Residential, VMX, 

Koki‘o ‘Ula‘ula

Residential, VMX

Naupaka
(Scaevola sericea)
Residential, VMX, Open Space /Buffer, Parks
Golf Course



HONUA‘ULA
L a n d s c a p e  M a s t e r  P l a n

21

Trees

True Kou

Residential, VMX, Open Space/ Buffer, Parks, 
Golf Course

Wiliwili

Open Space/Buffer, Parks, Golf Course

Mänele
(Sapindus saponaria)
Residential, Open Space /Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Koai‘a

Residential, Open Space /Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Beach Heliotrope

Residential, VMX, Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Milo
(Thespesia populnea)
Residential, Open Space /Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course

Kukui

Residential, VMX, Parks, Golf Course

Noni
(Morinda citrifolia)
Residential, Parks

Hong Kong Orchid

Street Tree, Residential, VMX,
Parks
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Trees (cont.)

Dwarf Poinciana

Residential, VMX, Open Space/ Buffer, Parks, 
Golf Course

Hala

Residential, Open Space/Buffer, Parks
Golf Course

Rainbow Shower

Street Tree, Residential, VMX,
Parks

Lonomea
(Sapindus oahuensis)
VMX, Open Space/Buffer, Parks
Golf Course

Monkey Pod

VMX, Parks, Golf Course

Koa
(Acacia koa)
Open Space/Buffer, Parks,
Golf Course 
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Plant List
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